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[…] Signals from Heaven brings a striking mix of 17th-century Baroque, African

American spirituals and works by Toru Takemitsu and Duke Ellington. The Baroque

pieces make a considerably stronger impression here than they do on the Brass

United disc, partly a result of the larger forces used (a dozen players including a

percussionist) but also because of the vitality of the performances. The Toccata from

Monteverdi’s Orfeo (a piece which also opens the Vespers) has tremendous

panache and the five sonatas and canzonas by Giovanni Gabrieli are wonderfully

expressive and sonorous, the polychoral writing heard to splendid effect in the

spacious acoustic of the Lukaskirche Dresden. Ellington is represented by an

instrumental arrangement by the jazz musician Boris Netsvetaev of ‘Come Sunday’

from the Sacred Concerto No 1. The four spirituals on the disc include the traditional

‘Sometimes I feel like a motherless child’ as well as Gershwin’s ‘Summertime’. All are

sung by Berwaerts, who reveals a silken vocal technique in addition to his skills on

the trumpet. The highlight of disc is the performance of Takemitsu’s Signals from

Heaven, which marries of beauty of sound with spiritual fervour. This is altogether a

very impressive release. […]
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