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Musique pour tous
Turkish-German pianist Kemal Cem Yilmaz instinctively throws into relief the vocal
nature of these piano pieces (after all, Schubert was first and foremost a composer of
lieder) and like a singer, knows when and where to slow down and breathe. Here and
there, during the more passionate passages, you can even hear him hum along, à la
Glenn Gould, when emotion takes over. But don't worry, it's so faint that at first I
thought I was hearing things. He clearly "gets" the aforementioned shifts in mood and
mode, and responds accordingly with warmth, tenderness or passion. And even
though these are not technically challenging pieces, there are still quite a few
passages that require clear and articulate phrasing, as well as proper dynamic
balance between the left and right hand, all things that Kemal Cem Yilmaz does with
natural ease. You most likely already have one or more recordings of the Schubert
Impromptus in your music collection but should seriously consider this one as an
alternative. And if not, don't hesitate.
In conclusion, we all know how many talented musicians or people with high degrees
of education fail to make it and end up being taxi drivers. It turns out it's the other
way around for Kemal Cem Yilmaz. He worked twelve years of his life as a taxi driver
in Hannover, in order to support his musical studies and freelance recitals. This
seems to be only his sophomore recording, the first being a release, on the same
label, of Bach's Goldberg Variations. Let's hope there are many more.
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