
This SACD presents a selection of both vibrant and meditative organ music for Christmas, stretching from small and 
modest miniatures to more formal, classical compositions. Apart from their festive-pastoral character, the works on 
this disc share the same period and region of origin: they were written between the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries and stem from an area encompassing southern Germany, Austria, Bohemia and Croatia. All composers 
represented here are firmly rooted in the Catholic church music tradition of these regions.

The historical sound of the main organ of the Abbey Church of Muri renders these gems for the organ particularly rich 
in colour. The historical organ in this famous Abbey in the Swiss Canton of Aargau is an important musical monument, 
enjoying great international esteem, and is visited each year by experts and enthusiasts from all over the world.

Johannes Strobl has performed as a soloist and ensemble musician in many European countries and in Israel, Japan, 
the USA, Brazil and Argentina. In 1998 he was a prizewinner at the Paul Hofhaimer Competition in Innsbruck, and in 
2000 together with “Les Cornets Noirs” – an ensemble specialized in 17th-century music – at the “concours musica 
antiqua” in Bruges. Johannes Strobl also appears with increasing frequency as conductor of Cappella Murensis, a profes-
sional vocal ensemble which found its home in the Abbey Church at Muri in 2002. He and his ensemble achieved out-
standing success with the release of the rediscovered “Mass of Muri” by Johann Valentin Rathgeber (aud.92.559). Since 
2001 Johannes Strobl has been organist at the Abbey Church at Muri. In addition to his ecclesiastical duties he is the 
artistic director of the concert series “Music in the Abbey Church at Muri”.
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PRAELUDIEN 
für die heilige Weihnachtszeit

J. B. Schiedmayr: Preludes in D major & in A-fl at major
J. A. Kobrich: Pastorellas in A, D & G major
Anonymus: Sonata • Pastorella • Sonata
J. E. Eberlin: Für den Jenner: Aria • Für den Wintermonat: 
      Menueto • Für den Christmonat: Wiegenlied
F. X. Schnizer: Sonata in G major
T. Grünberger: Pastorel for Organ
C. F. Pitsch: Pastoral-Preludes 
J. C. Aiblinger: Pastorale in G major
R. Führer: Weihnachtsgabe
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Already issued by audite:

‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’
Scheidemann • Weckmann • Tunder • Buxtehude • Böhm • Bruhns • Bach

Johannes Strobl (Great Organ of the Abbey Church of Muri) 
audite 92.560 (SACD)

Johann Valentin Rathgeber: 
’Messe von Muri‘ & Concertos from „Chelys sonora“
Christian Gottfried Telonius: Concerto for trumpet marine
Cappella Murensis (Johannes Strobl) 
ensemble arcimboldo (Thilo Hirsch)
audite 92.559 (SACD)

ECHO & RISPOSTA
Virtuoso instrumental music from the galleries of the Abbey Church of Muri
Becker • Corradini • Rossi • Gussago • Castello • Riccio • Marini • 
Da Viadana • Picchi • Stradella • Scheidt • Sommer • Staden

Les Cornets Noirs (on period instruments)
audite 92.572 (SACD)


