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Ferenc Fricsay

Georges Bizet
Carmen: Margarete Klose

CARMEN Don José: Rudolf Schock
Micaéla: Elfriede Trotschel
Frasquita: Maria Reith
Mercédes: Pia Coursavé
RIAS-Kammerchor, Berlin

‘e RIAS-Symphonie-Orchester, Berlin

recording: Berlin, 1951

Ferenc Fricsay conducted Georges Bizet’s “Carmen” relatively seldom in the opera house but more frequently
in the recording studio. audite presents the first production that Fricsay recorded for the RIAS Berlin in 1951.1t
contains a compilation of key scenes from the opera. Fricsay’s interpretation possesses a surprising modernity.
The orchestra sound is slender and transparent and he picks fresh but not exaggerated tempi. His choice of
soloists reveals marked contrasts in character. Fricsay considered recordings to be a synthesis of the arts in
which audio engineering played a major role. This recording also demonstrates the extent of evocative effects
that could be achieved by monaural means.

roducer’s
You can find a “Producer’s Comment” hmm from producer Ludger Bockenhoff about this CD on our home
page. His immediate impressions, jotted down live during the production process, reveal the thoughts going
through his mind as he works on the musical material, revealing how he hears and experiences the music. It’s a
subjective impression, giving a close and excitingly vivid insight into the production process. In order to preserve
the authentic flavour, we have resisted the temptation to reword this production diary in the style of language
more usually employed for press releases.
The “Producer’s Comment” for this CD can be found on: http://www.audite.de/sc.php?cd=95497&sec=news.
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