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Symphony No. 8 is Mahler’s most monumental symphony, for it is itself a combination of two enormous choral can-
tatas; in it, Mahler brings together “Veni, creator spiritus,’ the old Pentecostal hymn of Hrabanus Maurus, with Goethe’s
Faust Il. The two texts could hardly be more dissimilar, which is why the music also makes very different demands on
the listener in the two respective parts.The first part of the Symphony is complete in itself; the ecstatic enthusiasm

of the hymn alternates with intimate passages, then leading back to the opening hymn-like character at the end.The
second part, a setting of the Faust text, is not only two-and-a-half times as long as the first but also far more complex.
Goethe’s esoteric poetry allows Mahler to ascend into ever higher spheres. However, his music almost always does
justice to Goethe’s words and the scenic description; Mahler’s celestial visions are manifested in this tremendous work.
The ensemble, consisting of an eight-part double choir, a boys’ choir, 8 soloists and a huge orchestra including organ
earned the Symphony its nickname “Symphony of a Thousand” before its premiere. Even if Mahler insisted on crossing
out this subtitle on the announcement poster, it does indeed express the work’s monumental quality very well.

The production is part of our series “Legendary Recordings* and bears the quality feature “I** Master Release®.
This term stands for the excellent quality of archival productions at audite. For all historical publications at audite
are based, without exception, on the original tapes from broadcasting archives. In general these are the original
analogue tapes, which attain an astonishingly high quality, even measured by today‘s standards, with their tape speed
of up to 76 cm/sec. The remastering — professionally competent and sensitively applied — also uncovers previously
hidden details of the interpretations. Thus, a sound of superior quality results. CD publications based on private
recordings from broadcasts or old shellac records cannot be compared with these.
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