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For this recording, Finnish violinist Elina Vähälä and Dutch double bass player Niek de Groot have 
chosen and performed seven pieces, composed by six Europeans and one Korean. When a violin 
and a double bass come together, two sound spheres collide: particularly in recent times, many 
renowned composers have been inspired to create highly original realisations of such encounters.

Dialogue of extremes: violin and double bass. 
Compositions with astonishing colours: 
intensive, new, touchingly beautiful

Elina Vähälä violin

Niek de Groot double bass



For this recording, Finnish violinist Elina Vähälä and Dutch double bass player Niek de Groot have chosen 
and performed seven pieces, composed by six Europeans and one Korean. When a violin and a double bass 
come together, two sound spheres collide: particularly in recent times, many renowned composers have been 
inspired to create highly original realisations of such encounters.

When a violin and a double bass perform chamber music together, it is a case of two instruments encountering 
each other when normally they are poles apart and play together only alongside additional parts and colours. 
This is where the composers who have come forward for this adventure of a violin and double bass duo link 
in: should contrasts be accentuated, or should the two parts be united to form one “super-instrument”, as 
Erkki-Sven Tüür had in mind? Should the two instruments be protagonists in a “narrative”, or do they appear 
as representatives of fundamental principles of human nature – as in the yin and yang, as drawn upon by the 
Korean composer Isang Yun? Whichever path is chosen, pairing the violin and the double bass is so fascinating 
that even busy composers such as Krzysztof Penderecki and Wolfgang Rihm have written magnificent and 
highly individual pieces for this combination. 

Violinist Elina Vähälä is one of the most sought-after instrumentalists in the international music scene. She 
made her debut with an orchestra at the age of twelve with Sinfonia Lahti and was later chosen as Sinfonia 
Lahti’s “Young Master Soloist”. In 1999 she won the Young Concert Artists International Auditions in New 
York. Elina Vähälä appears regularly with leading orchestras in Finland, Europe and the US. Concert tours have 
taken her to the UK, Finland, Germany, China, Korea, Japan, as well as to South America. Besides her solo 
career she is also a devoted chamber musician. Her repertoire ranges from baroque to contemporary. Elina 
Vähälä is a professor of violin at the Hochschule für Musik in Karlsruhe. 

Dutch double bassist Niek de Groot is one of today’s leading soloists. Originally a trumpeter, he started play-
ing the double bass at the age of eighteen. Within an unusually short time he became principal bass with several 
European ensembles, including a ten-year tenure as first solo bass with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. 
Since 2006 Niek de Groot has dedicated himself entirely to chamber music and solo performances. He per-
forms regularly as a soloist and chamber musician at the great international concert halls and music festivals. 
His repertoire includes a wide range of contemporary music. In 1996 he was appointed Senior Professor for 
Double Bass at the Folkwang Universität der Künste in Essen.
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Marketing / Promotion
•	video trailer
•	HD download
•	free track
•	digital booklet

‹‹   HD-DOWNLOADS
		  stereo & surround
		  available at audite.de

Krzysztof Penderecki: Duo concertante
Isang Yun: Together
Jaakko Kuusisto: Miniö, Op. 23
Erkki-Sven Tüür: Symbiosis
Alfred Huber: (Re)Actio, Op. 18
György Kurtág: Virág az ember
Wolfgang Rihm: Dyade
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