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FRENCH CELLO

For more than two centuries, the Paris Conservatoire has maintained a glorious cello tradition, 
which since 2003 has been upheld by Marc Coppey. As a tribute to the spirit of his predeces-
sors, he now presents three of the most famous nineteenth century cello concertos by Camille 
Saint-Saëns, Édouard Lalo and Léon Boëllmann, all united on one album.
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Heavyweights of French cello literature, recorded by one of 
today’s leading cellists: from Camille Saint-Saëns’ The Swan, perhaps 
the most famous cello solo ever, to Léon Boëllmann’s Variations 
symphoniques, combining playful wit with highly original form, con-
trasted by the sense of tragedy in Gabriel Fauré’s Élégie.

The two concertos by Saint-Saëns and Lalo represent weighty 
warhorses of the French cello repertoire which require not only 
technical mastery but, above all, musical penetration in order to 
highlight their subtleties. As an advocate of the ars gallica move-
ment, Saint-Saëns included in his first cello concerto several allu-
sions to the French baroque tradition, but also showed commit-
ment to French clarity, turning his back on any bombast which was 
considered “Teutonic”.

Lalo’s cello concerto, on the other hand, is highly expressive, ener-
getic and very romantic, with the solo cello almost depicting the 

literary heroes of the time who populated the novels of Balzac, Hugo and Dumas père and fils.

A multifaceted homage to French cello repertoire.
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PRESS INFO

Marketing / Promotion
• continuation of the co-operation with Marc Coppey
• HD downloads in stereo and 5.1 surround sound
• digital booklet available for download
• EPK video on YouTube
• social media promotion
• free track on audite.de
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