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American Record Guide (David Radcliffe - 2010.07.01)

Igor Markevitch, born in Kiev in 1912, spent his early years in Paris where he

became associated with Serge Diaghilev and Nadia Boulanger. As a young man he

made a name for himself as a composer, then in the postwar years he remade

himself as a conductor. In the 1950s he was a considerable figure among the

modernists; and the recordings issued here, made in Berlin in 1952, capture him in

congenial repertoire at the peak of his career. They are in the

cosmopolitan-modernist mode, with much striving after power and sublimity—an

ambition somewhat undermined by the quality of the players at his disposal. The

sound is excellent and the documentary value real, though the Ravel and Stravinsky

are in no way competitive in a crowded field. By contrast, the Honegger, recorded as

it were while the paint was still wet, has a compelling spontaneity to recommend it

and pleasingly dissonant sonorities. Markevitch later made a commercial recording,

once available on a Decca LP.
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