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On release

New discs coming out in…January and February 2018

The Russian Revolution, whose centenary was marked in various ways throughout

2017, has always been regarded with abhorrence, ambivalence, or jubilation.

According to his autobiography, the composer Prokofiev initially ‘welcomed (the

February revolution) joyfully’; by the time he wrote Cantata for the 20th Anniversary

of the October Revolution [audite 97754] his feelings may have been somewhat

more conflicted, as Stalin’s ‘Great Terror’ raged. However, after more than a decade

living abroad, he had resettled in Moscow, and with artists in the country treading a

tightrope at that time, any qualms he might have had about the regime were

quashed, at least in public. Nevertheless, and despite setting texts by Marx, Lenin

and Stalin, the monumental Cantata fell foul of the Committee for Artistic Affairs and

was banned from being performed for not meeting the criteria of ‘socialist realism’,

only eventually being premiered 1966.
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