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A Survey of Shostakovich String Quartet Cycles

[…] The Mandelring cycle on Audite was the first (and remains, as of late 2018, the

only) set on SACD. It is among the very best sounding cycles, even on the Red-Book

CD layer. To quote from the recommendation in Surprised by Beauty: "The

Mandelring Quartett are Shostakovich-seducers, not Shostakovich-enforcers and

they bring out the sheer beauty of all of Shostakovich’s brilliantly harrowing ugliness.

Three of its four members are siblings and the fourth plays as if he were a family

member. They perform as if these quartets were taking place inside a single soul,

achieving an extraordinary quality of interiority and unanimity. Accentuating surfaces

more than spikes, corners, and gore, their rhythmic beat is propulsive but rarely

maniacal and their splendid sound matches that of the recording: a perfect foil to

more fervent, rougher interpretations." David Hurwitz agrees more or less on

ClassicsToday. In-depth ionarts review here. Note that the individual releases are

hybrid-SACDs wheras the set is CD-only!
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